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We arrived in the middle of Winter and we knew it
would be cold, very cold. So before we got there, we
went and bought good clothing, waterproof clothing,

waterproof shoes, a good warm doona and sleeping bags
for the kids. At times we used both sleeping bags and
doonas, mainly for the kids but at least we were

prepared. One thing that we learnt in Tasmania, is that
the weather is so unpredictable. It could be raining one
minute, then the rain will go, sunshine, blue skies and

beautiful weather. Within 15 minutes, it could be freezing
cold and gale wind warnings.

Be prepared for all conditions, even if that means keeping
at minimum, a few fold up ponchos in the backpack or

the car.
Carry a phone with you so you can check the weather,
and see if there are any potential warnings that could

affect you if you are out and about.
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"If you don't like Tassie
weather, come back in 15

minutes"

Pack For all weather



Tasmania has over 2800km of managed walking
tracks and over 880 separate walks in national
parks, reserves and conservation areas. We found
that if you weren’t prepared to walk, then you
would miss so much of the beauty and history of
Tasmania. Some of the walks are over very steep
slippery terrain, such as the walk to Wineglass
Bay lookout. For the keen adventurist there are
overnight walks and some like the overland track

which can be over 7 days long. Make sure that
you have good walking shoes, preferably hiking

boots with good ankle support, and one other tip,
make sure you wear them in before you start

going on hikes. Otherwise you will end up with a
boot full of blisters like I did.
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THESE BOOTS WERE MADE

FOR WALKING



One thing you will find is that there is so
much to see and do and it can be

overwhelming. When we travel, we also
like to go to places that aren’t on the
tourist map. We enjoyed places like Mole
Creek, Bridport, Cockle Creek and found
that these places formed some of our

fondest memories.
You will most probably find that if you
do venture into the road less travelled,
you will have a much more enjoyable
experience as not only will the locals
embrace you with a warm welcome, but

you won’t have to put up with the
tourists. 

Take the road
less travelled...3
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Before you get to Tassie, there 2-3 guides/resources that
you should arm yourself with!

1. WikiCamps – We found this to be such a great resource.
When planning your route, you could jump on and see if
there were any free camps or recommendations for some
of the caravan parks etc before you got there. You can

read the comments from the people who have recently been
there and make up your own mind.

2. Camps 8 (or the most recent) – This was also a good
resource as you can plan your trip from the maps and then
reference back to the authors comments about the area.

The only downside of this is that some of the information
may be out of date by the time you get there as to when
the book was written. Also, it is from the authors words,

not user based.

3. 4x4 Destinations – of course if you are reading this then
you have already found us, but make sure that you check
out our Facebook page, facebook.com/4x4destinations – our
Instagram page – 4x4 destinations – and also our website

www.4x4destinations.com.au as we spent 3.5 months in Tassie
and have almost seen every square inch of the place.

E
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Freedom Camping



Tassie has some of the best produce in the world.
When you are driving around Tasmania, there are a
few things that you will notice. The colour of the
soil, the colour of the grass and the abundance of
produce. Tasmania has some of the richest soil in
the world, combine this with some of the purest
rainwater in the world and you get some of the
best produce in the world. Make sure that you

support the locals and shop at their stores. Don’t
just rely on the major chains to have the best
produce. The local farmers are cheaper, fresher
and rely on people like you to support them.

5 Supporting Farmer Joe



Don’t rely on the big boys 6

You will find that you need to be
self-sufficient to sustain yourself
when you travel out of the major

towns. So make sure that you
stock up on certain items before

you venture too far out of the big
smoke. As previously mentioned,
support the farmers. But, in the

same token don’t rely on the small
towns to have everything either. If
you are on a budget, as most of us
are. You really should stock up on
the big ticket items when you are
in a major town, as you could be
paying double or triple the price in

a small town.



Tasmania is one of the most photographed
places in the world, there is just so much
history and things to see and do and you
don’t want to miss the opportunity to
take a few snaps. Having a phone with a

camera is great but it nothing like zooming
into the action or to the shot that you

really want. Also for the aerial
photographers like myself, you will find
that most of the tourist attractions
(National Parks) do not allow drone

photography, so leave your drone at home.

Happy Snaps 7
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We found that when we arrived in

Tasmania in August, a lot of places closed

for the Winter. Luckily for us we were

here for 3.5 months so could come back to

most of the places. However if you are

planning on beating the crowd, it may pay

to do your research on the intended

areas of travel to make sure that they

will be open.

Are you a seasoned
Traveller?



9 SLOW DOWN

Tasmania is a relatively
small place and you will
find that most places are
only a few hours apart.

This means that you could
very easily find that you
are breezing through the
trip and missing lots of
things on the way. My

suggestion would be to slow
down and explore the

smaller towns, they would
sure appreciate it and you
may be surprised. The last
thing you want is to get

back to the beginning of the
trip with only having seen
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We found that because the air is so pure,

less pollution. You tend to get sunburnt a

lot easier. This may sound like something

that needs to be tested on myth busters,

but believe me. Even in Winter and the

beginning of Spring, we found that we

were starting to get a bit of a Tassie Tan

going. Especially for the kids, if you have

kids, realise that they have generally

fairer and more delicate skin than us old

people.

Slip, Slop, Slap
then .....Slurp!
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Don’t buy your eggs from the
supermarkets. In Tassie you will
find that there are more than
enough farmers selling ‘bum-

nuts’ straight from the chooks
to you, without all of the cold
storage etc. you will also pay a
much more reasonable price for
the ‘free-range’ then you will

from the big guys.

BUM NUTS
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I was very surprised by the amount of
tourists that were here in Winter. I was told
by one of the locals, “Asian people love it here
in Winter.” You will find that there are a lot
of Asian tourists here, which is great to see.

You will also see a lot of tourists from
other countries, especially that big continent

North of Tasmania. With a population of
around 500,000, but an annual influx of approx.

1,000,000 of tourists every year, Tasmania is
definitely on a lot of people’s top travel

destinations. Be patient and understanding of
this, as it is a small continent and it could
get a little crowded here in the peak season.

Tassie Tourists
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When you start to get out of the main cities and
towns, you will be surprised by how many people
are on the road and how small the roads are.

When we first arrived it took me a few weeks of
adjusting to this and often had to remind myself
that there are only 500,000 people living in the

whole of Tasmania. There is this many people living
in my hometown of Newcastle. When I asked a

local if it was always like this he simply replied,
“yep”. You will find that even the roads along the
East coast or West coast (the main arterial roads)
are generally two-way single lane roads.  So don’t
expect overhead bypass, 6 lane super highways in

Tassie.

Highways? Freeways?
Where are they?
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Make sure that you try to at least
see the Southern Lights, Tasmania is

one of the only places in the
Southern Hemisphere that you will

experience the Arora Australis
which occur when the sun rays give
off burst of radiation which can be
seen by the naked eye and if you’re
lucky enough, to be photographed.

See told you that you needed a good
lens….

Arora Australis
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It’s a good idea to get a National parks
pass for the time that you will be

visiting Tasmania. If you plan on seeing a
few different parks, don’t just buy the
daily pass. Get yourself an 8 week pass
which will allow you entry into all of
the National Parks including, Wineglass

Bay (Freycinet), Cradle Mountain,
Franklin-Gordon Wild Rivers and South
Bruny National Parks, these are the

major ones. It will also allow you into
the smaller ones.

National Parks Pass



 16
Devils in the

dark

Tasmania has such a diverse range of
Wildlife and it is constantly threatened by

vehicles that travel at night. The
Tasmanian Devil is an endangered species

living only in Tasmania, and being nocturnal
it feeds at night. The devils feed on

carcasses of dead animals and being that a
large percentage of these dead animals

where struck by cars, this places the devils
straight into the path of oncoming traffic.
So for your own safety and the safety of
wildlife, try to avoid travelling at night.
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Tasmania is one of the only places on
Earth that you will get to see, watch the
feeding and if your game, pat a Tasmanian
Devil. There are many places that have
devils in captivity now, and due to their

successful breeding programs, we are lucky
enough to see the devils alive today.
Hopefully the devils do not become
extinct like the Tasmanian Tiger

(Thylacine). We went to Trowunna Wildlife
park to visit and watch the feeding of
the devils and it was absolutely jaw

dropping.

DEVILS
EVERYWHERE
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One of the first places that you
should visit before the local pub,

should be the information centre in
the town that you are in. They can
tell you all of the places to visit,
when, where and how much. They

can even book you in on tours etc.
Failing this, if the town that you
arrive in doesn’t have a centre,

stop into the local pub or caravan
park or anywhere for that matter.
But make sure you do, the Tassie

people are very friendly and willing
to help you!

Visitor information centre



If you plan to go over to
Tassie on the Spirit of

Tasmania, make sure you plan
to get out of there! We have
heard countless stories of

people who have only booked
one-way to find that when
they want to come back to
the mainland, they have to
wait 2-3 months to get back.
Now not a bad excuse for

the boss if you can’t get back,
but this could be a major
headache if you haven’t
booked your return trip!

19
GET THE HELL OUTTA

THERE! 



Relax !

You will find that Tasmania is one of the most
beautiful places in Australia, let alone the
world to visit. It has world heritage listed

sites, so much history, unbelievable produce and
people that will welcome you with open arms.
You will soon find that if you try to rush the
trip or the people, it just will not work. The

people and the whole of Tasmania is one of the
most relaxed places that I have ever been too,
so when you are there, you have no excuse.

Just relax!
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